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3 FAM 6120 
FOREIGN SERVICE RETIREMENT- 
COVERAGE 

Changes 

1. This Change Transmittal issues the following revisions to 3 FAM 6120: 

• 3 FAM 6121.1, Participation in the Foreign Service Retirement 
and Disability System (FSRDS) and the Foreign Service Pension 
System (FSPS): Participation in the Foreign Service Retirement and 
Disability System (FSRDS) and the Foreign Service Pension System 
(FSPS) is limited to members of the Foreign Service serving under a 
career appointment or as a career candidate either in the Senior 
Foreign Service or assigned to a salary class in the Foreign Service 
schedule, including any Foreign Service officer whose position or 
function was transferred to a non-Foreign Service affairs agency for 
reasons beyond his or her control; 

• 3 FAM 6121.2, Non-Career Appointments: Individuals who have 
noncareer Foreign Service appointments are excluded from the Foreign 
Service Retirement and Disability System (FSRDS) and the Foreign 
Service Pension System (FSPS), and participate in the Civil Service 
Retirement System (CSRS), CSRS Offset, or Federal Employees 
Retirement System (FERS), as appropriate; 

• 3 FAM 6121.4-2(B), Participants Who Transfer Before January 
1, 1995: Participants who transferred to public international 
organizations in the United States before January 1, 1995, were 
previously permitted to elect to continue their FSPS coverage. These 
participants may not retroactively elect such coverage; 

• 3 FAM 6124, Automatic Foreign Service Pension System (FSPS) 
Coverage: A former employee who becomes a participant after 



CT:PER-682; 09-27-2012 



Page 2 



December 31, 1986, following a break in service of 4 calendar days or 
more ending after December 31, 1986, who has 5 or more years of 
creditable civilian service (subject to Federal retirement coverage or 
Social Security) as of December 31, 1986; or who has 5 or more years 
of creditable civilian service (subject to Federal retirement coverage or 
Social Security) as of the break in service, including at least 1 day of 
civilian service before January 1, 1984, and including at least 1 day of 
coverage under CSRS, CSRS Offset, FSRDS, or FSRDS Offset, is 
excluded from automatic FSPS coverage; and 

• 3 FAM 6126.4, Belated Elections and/or Administrative Errors: 

If the Office of Retirement (HR/RET) determines that an individual was 
erroneously covered by FSPS and would have had an opportunity to 
elect FSPS coverage, he or she will remain covered by FSPS, unless 
the individual declines in writing to be covered under FSPS, provided 
there is no former spouse qualified for benefits who has withheld 
consent to an election of FSPS coverage. 

2. If this issuance changed less than half the words, we formatted the 
changed text in dark magenta italic. If this issuance is new or a revision 
where more than half the words have changed, we did not use dark 
magenta italic. The CT line in each section shows when that section last 
changed. 

3. Officers are reminded that Department-issued materials not codified in 
the Foreign Affairs Manual or its supplemental Foreign Affairs Handbook 
series generally have no regulatory validity (see 2 FAM 1115.2). 

4. The office responsible for the material in this subchapter is the Bureau of 
Human Resources Office of Retirement (HR/RET). Please direct 
questions concerning content, substance, and interpretation to this 
office. Administrative questions on the Foreign Affairs Manual or 
Handbooks can be directed to A/GIS/DIR, Office of Directives 
Management. 

Filing Instructions for Paper Copies 

1. Remove and discard old subchapter 3 FAM 6120 (TL:PER-423; 10-16- 
2001) and insert revised subchapter 3 FAM 6120 (CT:PER-682; 09- 
27-2012). 

2. After inserting the material in the binder, insert this Change 
Transmittal immediately following the CT Checklist, then fill in the 
entry line for CT:PER-682, and initial. 



Distribution Notice 
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1. The Foreign Affairs Manual and Handbooks (unclassified) official version 
can be found on the State Department's Intranet site. 

2. All posts and offices keeping paper versions of the Foreign Affairs 
Manual are responsible for maintaining the FAM on a current basis (see 
2 FAM 1116.5). 



3. Use KFAM and AINF TAGS on all communications on FAM/FAH issues. 



